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OBITUARIES LOCAL

Virginia C. Southam, served
in China, Burma theaters

Virginia C. Southam. 87. of
Elyria, died Friday after a short
illness.

She was born in Amherst and
was a lifelong area resident. For 39
years she worked at a school
nurse in the Cleveland Public
Schools, retiring in 1966.

After her retirement, she
worked for Lutheran Hospital in
Cleveland for three years.

She served as a second lieuten-
ant in the Army during World
War n, in the China, Burma and
India Theater.

She was a member of St Mary
Catholic Church where she served
as a lector.

Miss Southam is survived by a
niece, Virginia Paskart of Cleve-
land; and nephews, Thomas J.

; Margaret R. Hiser

'- Margaret R. Hiser, 59, of North
'Ridgeville, died at her home Fri-
'day.
• Arrangements are incomplete
-and will be announced by the Bog-
iner-Busch Family Chaple, 36403
: Center Ridge Rd, North Rid-
, geville.

• Maxine Shaffer
' Born in W. Va.

' Maxine Shaffer (nee Satterfield),
; 71, of Elyria Township, died at her
jhome Thursday from breast can-
*cer.
j She was born in Wyatr. W.Va.,
-and had lived in Elyria Township
"since I960. She was a member of
'Good Shepherd Baptist Church.
„ Amherst.
• Mrs. Shaffer is survived by her
•husband of 50 years, Dale V.: a
.daughter, Patty Darlene of Elyria
'Township; brothers, Donald Sat-
;terfield of Brewster. Ohio, and
Ham- Satterfield of Bristol, W.Va.

• She was preceded in death by
•'brothers, Dale Satterfield in 1990
and Archie Satterfield in 1993.

Friends may call 3 to 5 pm Sun-
;day at the Garland-Misencik
'. Funeral Home, 851 Park Ave.,
"Amherst Services will be at 1 pjn.
; Monday at the funeral home. The
.Rev. Wendell Smith, pastor of
•Good Shepherd Baptist Church,
•wffl officiate. Burial will be in
Rugby Cemetery, Brownhelm
Township.

Memorial contributions may be
made to New Life Hospice, 1212 N.
Abbe Rd., Elyria 44(85.

Michael Tkacs
45 years at US Steel

Michael Tkacs Jr., 35, of Lorain,
died Thursday at Vermilion
Manor Nursing Home.

He was born in Braddock, Pa,
and moved to Lorain in 1924. He
was a crane operator at Lorain
Works US Steel for 45 years, retir-
ing in 1970.

He was a member of the United
Steelworkers of America Local
1104 and St. Nicholas Byzantine
Catholic Church, Lorain. He was a
member of the parish Holy Name
Society.

He enjoyed playing cards.
Mr. Tkacs is survived by his

. wife of 64 years, Vera (nee Gemb-
kax daughters. Qllian Fildes of
Grafton, Dorothy Barnett of Lub-
bock. Tex., and Evelyn Webber of
Elyria; 11 grandchildren; 17 great-
grandchildren; a great-great-
grandson.

He was preceded in death by a
grandson, Donald Webber, a broth-
er. John; and a sister, Susie Kalo.

Friends may call 2 to 4 pjn. Sun-
day at the John R Dovin Funeral
Home, 2T701 Elyria Ave.. Lorain.

" Services will be at 1030 am. Mon-
day at the funeral home and at 11
am. at SL Nicholas Byzantine

^Catholic Church. The Rev. David
'Hannes. pastor, -A in officiate.
Burial will be in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Lorain.

A Parastas service will be at 3
pjn. Sunday at the funeral home.

Southam of Grafton and Daniel M.
of Sew Orleans.

She A as preceded in death by a
sister. .Ann E. Southam; and broth-
ers, Thomas E. and Albert.

Friends may call 2 to 5 pjn.
Sunday at the Laubenthal-De-
Carw Funeral Home. 257 Washing-
ton A\e.. Livria. Services wifl be
at 10:>0 am. Monday at the
funeral ncn> and 11 am. at St
Man Cathoi:: Church. Burial will
be in St Mar, Cemetery, Elyria.

Memorial contributions may be
made to S: Mary Catholic Church
or The Elyrif United Methodist
Home.

A memorial service will be at 2
p.m. Dec. II in the chapel of The
Elyria United Methodist Home*

Virginia L. McRea
Avid card player

Virginia L. McRea, 79, of Nor-
walk, died Wednesday at her
home after a long illness.

She was bom in Medina and
lived in Norwalk 33 years. She
worked at Fisher Titus Medical
Center, Norwalk, as a unit secre-
tary for 10 years.

She was a member of the Con-
gregational Community United
Church of Christ, MonroeviHe.

She enjoyed needle work and
traveling and was an avid card
player.

Mrs. McRea is survived by-
daughters, Barbara Manns of
Oberlin, Susan Shelder, Bonnie
Rippon and Georgiana Scherz, all
of Norwalk; a son, Robert of
Chapel Hill, N.C; 14 grandchil-
dren; and three greatgrandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Harry, with whom
she celebrated her 56th anniver-
sary Jan. -11; brothers Carl, Paul
and Clifford Shane; a sister, Olive
Roth; and an infant son.

Friends may call noon to 2 pjn.
today at the Jump Funeral Home,
109 Monroe SL, Monroeville.

Services will be at 230 p.m.
today at the Congregational Com-
munity United Church of Christ
The Rev. Wendy Schindler-
Chasney, pastor of the United
Church of Christ, Oxford Town-
ship, Ohio, wifl officiate.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Stein Hospice Service,
1200 Sycamore Lie, Sandusky,
Ohio 44870, the Salvation Army, 55
Whitflesey Ave., Norwalk, Ohio
44857, or Easter Seals Society of
Huron County, 269 W7. Main St,
Norwalk, 44857.

Roy G. Reese
Rant manager

Roy G. Reese, 70, of Berea, a 21-
year member of the Berea Kiwa-
nis Club and its former president,
died Thursday at Southwest Gen-
eral Hospital, Mkkfleburg Heights.
He had a heart attack at his home
Wednesday.

He was born in Cleveland and
was a plant manager for Magnaco
Industries, Cleveland. He was a
veteran of World War n, serving
in the Army in the 147th Engineer
Combat Battalion.

Mr. Reese was a past lieutenant
governor of the 24th District of the
Kiwanis Cub. He was a 32nd
degree Mason and a member of
the Berea Masonic Lodge 382
F&AM.

He was a member of the United
Methodist Church of Berea.

Mr. Reese is survived by bis
wife, Patricia (nee VathX a daugh-
ter, Jessica Reese of Berea; sons,
the Rev. Jonathan Reese of Green,
Ohio, and Lt CoL Matthew Reese
of Chambersburg, PSL; and five
grandchildren.

A memorial service win be at 4
p.m. Sunday at the United Method-
ist Church of Berea.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the church.

The Baker Funeral Home.
Berea, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

LezzaEastin
Korean War vet

Lezza Eastin, 62, of Wellington,
'died Friday at the Veterans
Administration Hospital in Cleve-
land.

He was born in Wellington and
was a lifelong resident He worked
for the Hart Paving Co. of Elyria.

He was a veteran of the Korean
War and was a member of the
Sprit of 76 Post 8 of the American
Legion in Wellington.

He is survived by sisters, Ola
Tyson of Columbus, Lola Goodttett,
Elizabeth Hough and Cora Wicks,
all of Lorain; brothers, Julius Eas-
tin of Oberlin and Leroy Eastin of
California.

Mr. Eastin was preceded in
death by his parents, James and
Lola (nee White); brothers, James
Eastin Jr., Pete Eastin and Dank
Eastin.

Graveside services will be at 11
a.m. Dec. 11 at Greenwood Ceme-
tery, Wellington. The American
Legion and the Veterans of For-
eign Wars will conduct military
honors.

The Norton Funeral Home,
Wellington, is in charge of
arrangements.

Barbara H. Tadych
Liked to travel

Barbara H. Tadych, 55, of Shef-
field Lake, died Thursday at
Autumn Aegis Nursing Home,
Lorain, after a long illness.

She was born in Cleveland and
was a 1957 graduate of Brookside
High SchooL She was a secretary
for Reith Insurance Agency,
Lorain, retiring in 1988 because of
illness.

Miss Tadych was a member of
St Thomas the Apostle Catholic
Church, Sheffield Lake, and
enjoyed reading, sewing, travel-
ing, needle craft and dancing.

She is survived by her father,
James Tadych of Sheffield Lake; a
niece, Dolores Swink of Huron;
and a close friend, Kay Kefley of
Avon Lake.

She was preceded in death by
her mother, Jeanne Laws Tadych..

Friends may call 2 to 4 pjn. Sun-
day at me Burmeister-Busch Fam-
ily Chapel, 163 Avon-Belden Rd^
Avon Lake. Services will be at
1O30 a jn. at St Thomas the Apos-
tle Catholic Church. The Rev.
John J. McCaffrey, pastor of St
Thomas Church, win officiate.
Graveside services for the family
wffl be held at Resthaven Memory
Gardens, Avon.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the American Cancer
Society, 43099 N. Ridge Rd^ Lorain
44055.

Jack R. King
Enjoyed Hunting

Jack R. King, 54, of Sheffield Vil-
lage, died Friday at EMH Regional
Medical Center, Elyria, after a
long illness.

He was bom in Washington,
Pa, and had lived in the Lorain
County area fcr 25 years. He
served in the Marine Corps.

Mr. King was employed at
Lorain Catholic High SchooL

He enjoyed hunting, fishing and
gardening.

Mr. King is survived by his
wife, Rayaline (nee Adams); sons,
William King of Middleburg
Heights, Jade King and Gerald
King, boa of Lakewood; stepchil-
dren Rick Rekfcotf of Sheffield Vil-
lage, Cathy Hughes of Lorain,
Robin Johnson of Sheffield Vil-
lage, Tim Reichotf of Pennsylva-
nia, Todd Reichotf of Wakeman,
and Mark Reteholf of Pennsylva-
nia; five grandchildren; and a
brother, Robert of Berea

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Robert J. and Sarah V.
King.

Friends may call 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
pern. Sunday at the Buscfa Family
Funeral Chapel, 3200 Detroit Rd^
Avon, and on Monday at the GoW-
sboro-Tomi Funeral Home in Fair-
chance, Pa. Burial win be in Mt
Moriah Cemetery, Smithv-ffle, Pa.

Anne Fischer
Long-time Lorainite

Anne Fischer (nee Bobel), 94. of
Lorain died Thursday at Manor
Care Nursing Home, Willoughby,
Ohio, where she had been a
patient the past two months.

She was born in Fairport Ohio,
and lived most of her life in
Lorain,

Mrs. Fischer is survived by
nephews, Jack Raney of Eastlake,
Ohio, and Don Bobel; nieces, Doris
Lee of Cusey, ffl., and Gertrude.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Earl, in 1981; a
brother, William Bobel; and by a
sister, Marie Raney.

There wffl be no visitation.
Graveside services will be at 1
pjn. today at Ridge Hill Memorial
Park, Amherst Township. The
Rev. Robert Bielek, pastor of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church, will offici-
ate.

Arrangements were handled by
the Dombrowski-Wohlever
Funeral Home, Lorain.

Matilda Holomuzki
Enjoyed crocheting

Matilda Holomuzki (nee Nagy),
86, of Lorain, died Thursday at
Amherst Manor Nursing Home.

She was born in Lorain and was
a lifelong resident In the late
1950s and early 1960s she worked
as a cook and housemother at
Green Acres Childrens Home in
Oberlin. She was a member of
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church, Lorain.

She enjoyed crocheting.
Mrs. Holomuzki is survived by

sons, Joseph, James and Robert,
all of Lorain; a daughter, Margaret
Dalles of Sheffield Township; 19
grandchildren; 29 great-grandchil-
dren; two great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a sister, Kafherine
Hanko of Lorain.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Joseph, in 1950; a
son, Steven, in 1966; brothers,
James and Charles Nagy; and by a
sister, Mary Lucey.

Services for the family were Fri-
day at Nativity of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Catholic Church. The
Rev. Robert Bielek, pastor, offici-
ate. Burial was in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Lorain.

Arrangements were handled by
the John R. Dovin Funeral Home,
Lorain.

Charles D. Cheevers
Elyria native

Charles D. Cheevers, 67, of Elyr-
ia, died Wednesday at his home.

He was bom in Elyria and as a
youngster moved to California. He
returned to Elyria after his retire-
ment

He was a graduate of George
Washington High School in San
Francisco.

Mr. Cheevers worked at the
Electro-motive Division of General
Motors in California. He served in
the Army during World War n
and received the World War n
Victory MedaL

He was a member of the Moose
Lodge in Elyria.

Mr. Cheevers is survived by a
son, Craig of Cypress, Tex^ and by
a sister, Ardith Brownlee of San
Jose. Calif-

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Charles C. and Emily (nee
UriasX a son, Charles Cheevers, in
1975; and a sister, Fern Bruce.

Graveside services will be held
at 10 ajn. Monday at Brookdale
Cemetery ChapeL The Rev. Janet
Long, pastor of the Washington
Avenue Christian Church, wifl
officiate.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, 1689 E. 115th St, Cleveland
44108.

The Curtis-Scheuffler-Busch
Family Chapel, Elyria, is in
charge of arrangements.
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Four die, two hurt
in Cleveland fire

CLEVELAND (AP) - Four
children were killed and two oth-
ers injured in a fire Friday at a
two-story frame house on the
city's east side.

Three of the victims were on
the second story of the house,
while the fourth was found on the
first floor, said Acting Capt Tho-
mas Gould of the fire department's
2nd Battlion.

Acting Fire Chief Edward Ches-
sar said the victims ranged in age
from 5 months to 7 years.

Two adults, who witnesses said
jumped from the second-story
roof, were taken to MetroHealth
Medical Center.

Hospital spokeswoman Sue
Kalas said both adults were admit-
ted. She identified them as Rich-
ard Gates, 20, and Danielle Lan-
ham, 21. Both were in fair condi-
tion, suffering from smoke inhala-
tion, Ms. Kalas said.

Authorities said Esther Bur-
nette, 4, Raymond Burnette, 3,
Joseph Andujar, 2, and Betty Lan-
ham, 6 months, were killed in the
fire. The relationship of the vic-
tims was not immediately deter-
mined.

The injured children were
taken to Rainbow Babies and Chil-
drens Hospital Hospital spokes-
woman Eileen Caruso identified
them as Ashley and Justin HukilL

Ashley, 2, was in fair condition

in the pediatric intensive care
unit, while Justin, 3, was in criti-
cal condition, Ms. Caruso said.

Both children were suffering
from smoke inhalation, she said.

Chessar said the fire appar-
ently started in the living room on
the first floor of the house, which
was shared by two families. Gould
said the cause had not yet been
determined. The fire was reported
at about noon.

Gould said he was not sure
where the surviving children
were found.

Greg Mott, a Cleveland Electric
Illuminating Co. employee, who
was working nearby said he saw
the smoke and ran to the scene
with a co-worker.

"We kicked the back door open
and the smoke came billowing out,
and I just dropped low. The smoke
kind of cleared a little and I saw
the girl's leg, so I grabbed her leg
and grabbed her and I brought her
out" Mott said.

He said he then heard a moan
and went back inside where he
found a boy and brought him out

Another witness, James Smith,
told radio station WGAR-FM that
he saw the adults on the second
floor leap from the roof. Gould
said he had heard similar reports
but said he could not comment
until an investigation was com-
plete.

Arson suspected
in R. River blaze
Eteni Papouras
The Chrornde-T^egram

ROCKY RIVER — Arson is sus-
pected in two fires at a deserted
motel on Center Ridge Road.

Rocky River Fire Chief Jack
Gerson said that because the fires
were in two rooms on opposite
sides of the building "we knew
almost immediately that arson
was the case."

The fires broke out at 1122 am
Wednesday. Damage was limited
to the two rooms and there were
no injuries.

Wesuake and Fairview Park
firefighters were called in to help.
The motel, most recently a

Ramada Inn, is located on Center
Ridge Road about a half-mile east
of Westgate Mail It has been
vacant for over four years.

The current owner, Associated
Hotel Acquisition Corp., has
owned the building since March.

Earlier this year it was a pro-
posed site for a municipal court
and minimum security facility but
that was opposed by nearby resi-
dents.

Zenophone Zapis, owner of
Radio Station WZAK, is consider-
ing developing the building into a
home for the elderly.

Rocky River Police and the
state fire marshal are stin investi-
gating.
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couple hundred toys," he said.
De la Porte said she invested

S5.000 of personal savings with
Taylor's firm as a favor to Chap-
man, a former Physicians Ambu-
lance Co. paramedic who had got-
ten a job in securities with Taylor.

She said Taylor initially said
her money was invested in a cer-
tificate of deposit, then in Upjohn
stock.

De la Porte saM she became
suspicious after the boat fire. She
said she called Upjohn, which con-
firmed receiving an order for the
stock, but no payment

She said she's looking forward
to the trial to learn what happened
to her retirement funds.

"Barry Chapman called a cou-
ple of times and said, Tm sorry, I
didn't know about it,' "she said.

At least one of those listed as a
witness against Taylor, Ginny
Hawes, president of Windsor
School's Parent Teacher me, said
her organization was able to get
its money back.

Hawes said Taylor, who had
children in the school, was trea-
surer of the parent-teacher associ-
ation when he disobeyed orders to
put 321,000 of association funds in
the bank.

The parent-teacher association
had to seek help from an auditor
to get the money returned, Hawes
said.

Other witnesses, including a
retired Elyria man, Arthur H.
Ketchum, said they haven't gotten
any money back.

•HUM Byita

ELYRIA -A
student at First
Baptist Christian
School has won
the Voice of
Democracy ___.Smm
speech writing contest

Samuel C. Smith, 17, will
receive a $200 U.S. Savings Bond

[BLACKBURN

Ketchum, who lost $35,000, said
Taylor persuaded him to invest in
Electrolink Sales, Inc., which mar-
kets a device that automatically
transfers fax material into com-
puters.

The company, that listed Card,
his brother Matthew and Taylor
as executives, apparently never
existed, Ketchum said.

"I would be perfectly happy if
they put him in a cage for the rest
of his life," Ketchum said.

John Keyse-Walker, who is rep-
resenting Shirley Ewry of Elyria,
said he's hopeful that a judge win
decide that Taylor's five-bedroom
home, which had an indoor swim-
ming pool, should be a shared
asset in Ewry's civil case to
recover $29,240.

Taylor's house is listed in his
wife's name, which could make it
untouchable in a lawsuit

Taylor, who reportedly is work-
ing as a meat-cutter in Wellington,
and his attorney, Michael Duff,
were unavailable for comment

Previously, Taykr told The
Chronicle "there was no
wrongdoing" in the yacht fire.

"Do you think we would delib-
erately set fire to a boat in 7-foot
waves and 42-degree tempera-
tures?" he asked.

But Riley said investigators
thought November was a strange
time to be transporting a boat for
sale.

They began investigating in
earnest when the yacht was raised
from the bottom of the take and
items listed as tosses, such as a
refrigerator, were missing, he
said

fcr capturing first place. Students
from five high schools parUcEat-
ed. The Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1079 in Elyria sponsored the
event

Jenifer D. Susak, 18. of Elyria
West High School earned second
place. She wffl receive a *100 bond.

Nicole Y. Wireman, 18, oT Open
Door Christian School won third
ptace. She wffl receive ISO hi cash.

Daniel J. Munich, 17, of Hyrta
High School and James A. Jeffries,
17, of Lorain County Joint Voca-
tional School received honorable
mentkn certificates.

Local winners are eligible for
competition at the county, district,
state and national level

The VFW wffl honor the stu-
dents at a banquet Jan. 29 at die
post home at 500 S. Abbe M.


