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OBITUARIES LOCAL AND STATE

James S. Balog, former
S. Amherst policeman
Ex-Marine, was active in vets' groups

Jaines S. Balog, 75, of South
Amherst, died Thursday at Lorain
Community Hospital after a long
illness.

Born in South Amherst, he was
a lifelong resident

Mr. Balog worked for 41 years
for the Stanadyne Corp. in Elyria
and retired as a job setter for the
assembly department in 1981. He
also was a patrolman with the
South Amherst Police Department
for 15 years.

He was a member of Nativity
Blessed Virgin Mary Church of
South Amherst and the Holy
Name Society.

Mr. Balog served in the Marine
Corps during World War fl and
was a 49-year member of the
American Legion, Post 197 of
South Amherst and recently in
Elmer Johnson Post 118 of
Amherst. He was a life member of
the Amherst VFW Post 1662 and a
life member of the Louis Paul
Proy Disabled American Veterans
Chapter 20, Lorain.

From 1936 to 1937 he served in
the Civilian Conservation Corp.

He was a retired member of

Anton Joseph Hrdlicka
Owned beverage store

Anton Joseph Hrdlicka, 76, of
Elyria, died Thursday in his home
after a short illness.

Born in Cleveland, he had lived
in Elyria for the past several
years.

A graduate of East Technical
High School, he went on to Dyke
Spencerian College, where he
earned an associate degree in busi-
ness.

While in Cleveland, he owned a
family-run beverage store for
many years. He was also a sales
clerk for Sears until he retired in
1983.

He was a former member of
Maple Heights United Methodist
Church.

A World War n Army veteran,
he belonged to VFW Post 2079 in
Cleveland.

Mr. Hrdlicka was a member of
B.D. Babcock Lodge Iris 0600
F.&AJVL in Highland Heights. He
was also a member of the Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite and of Al
Sirat Grotto. He enjoyed reading.

Survivors include his sister,
Rose madik of Bedford Heights; a
niece and nephew, and step-sons,
David M. LaBuda of Bloomington,
Minn., and Paul F. LaBuda of
Parma.

He was preceded in death by his
wife, Crystal in 1988.

Friends may call from 11 ajn.
Saturday until the time of the ser-
vice at 1 p.m. at the Dicken
Funeral Home, 323 Middle Ave.,
Elyria. The Rev. Alva Taylor will
officiate. Burial will be in Hillcrest
Memorial Park in Bedford
Heights.

Edward Michael
Gembka Sr.

Avid fisherman, gardener

Edward Michael Gembka Sr.,
77, of Elyria, died Wednesday at
EMH Regional Medical Center
after a long illness.

Born in Elyria, he lived here all
his life.

He vvas an assembler for the
Ridge Tool Company for 43 years,
retiring in 1982.

He was an Army veteran of
World War n and a member of St.
Jude Catholic Church in Elyria.

The Elyria High School gradu-
ate was an avid fisherman and
enjoyed gardening.

He is survived by his wife of 55
years, Nellie; sons, Peter David
and John T., both of Elyria, and
Edward M. of Sandusky, daughter,
Carol Ann Ross of Elyria; six
grandchildren; three great-grand-
children; and sister, Vera Tkac of
Lorain.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Michael and Julianna;
and sister, Josephine Schimkus.

Friends may call from 10 ajn.
Saturday until the time of the ser-
vice at 1130 a.m. at the Keichlin-
Roberts Funeral Home, 327 Cleve-
land St, Elyria. A Funeral Mass
will be noon Saturday at St Jude
Church, 590 Poplar St., Elyria,
with the Rev. Frank P. Kosem,
pastor, as celebrant. Burial will be
in St Mary Cemetery, Elyria.

Memorials may be made to the
St. Jude Church Building Fund.

DMthNotictt

BUNCH
Betty Rose, 58, Grafton. Survived by hus-
band. Kenneth, tons. Kenneth, David,
Daniel, daughter, Carol Harrison, four listers
and four brothers. Father, Clifford Moore,
stepmother, Rachel Moore. Friends may call
from M and 7-9 p.m. today at the Blackburn
Funeral Home, 1028 Main St, Grafton. Ser-
vices will be at 11 a.m. Saturday in North
Eaton Baptist Church. Burial will be In Net-
bet Cemetery In Graflon.

MASON
Viola Louella, 72, Oberlln. Survived by
daughter, Leslene Ix>flie», wn, Lester Jr.,
adopted son and beloved friend, Lester Bar-
clay, five brothers and three listen. Friends
may call at 9:30 a.m. until time of services at
10:30 a.m. Saturday at the Ml Zlon Baptist
Church. Burial will be in the Westwood Cem-
etery in Oberlin. The Cowling Funeral Home
In Oberlln Is In charge of grraMementi.

UAW Local 101 in Elyria and of
the Buckeye State Sheriffs Associ-
ation. Mr. Balog was an avid
hunter and fisherman and a
founder and life member of the
Beaver Creek Sportsman's Club in
South AmhersL

Survivors include his wife of 52
years, Mary A.; daughter, Karen
Busser of South Amherst; son,
James M. of South Amherst; three
grandchildren; and brother, Elmer
Balog of Amherst Township.

He was preceded in death by
brothers, John in 1956 and Joseph
in 1992.

Friends may call from 24 and
7-9 pjn. today at the Hempel
Funeral Home, 373 Cleveland Ave.,
Amherst Services, with full mili-
tary honors by the Louis Paul
Proy DAV Chapter 20, will be at
9:30 a.m. Saturday with a closing
prayer at the fiineral home. A
funeral Mass will follow at 10 a.m.
at Nativity B.V.M. Church in
South Amherst, with the Rev.
Edward Kordas, pastor, as the cel-
ebrant. Burial will be in St. Joseph
Cemetery in Amherst.

Forrest E. 'EiV
Davis Jr.

Army veteran, served
on Lorain County Chamber

Forrest E. "Erv" Davis Jr., 57, of
Lorain died Thursday at Lorain
Community Hospital after a short
illness.

Born in Burton, W.Va., he lived
in Lorain 12 years.

He was General Manager of
Adelphia Cable Co. of Mansfield.
Before that, he was General Man-
ager of Adelphia Cable Co. of
Lorain.

After serving in the Army from
1955 to 1976, Mr. Davis retired as a
sergeant major.

He was a member of the Good
Shepherd Baptist Church of
Amherst. Mr. Davis served on the
board of directors of the Lorain
Chamber of Commerce.

He also was a former member of
the Lorain Rotary Club.

Survivors include his wife,
Marie (nee Garrison); sons Gre-
gory of Wisconsin, and Kevin, at
home; a daughter Jodi, at home; a
grandson; and his stepfather,
James L. Taylor of Burton, W.Va.

Friends may call from 7 to 9
p.m. today at the Schwartz, Spen-
ce, & Boyer Home for Funerals,
1124 Fifth St., Lorain, and 7 to 9
p.m. Sunday at the Tennant
Funeral Home in Hundred, W.Va.

Services will be at 1 pjn. Mon-
day at the Tennant Funeral Home.

Burial will be in Anderson
Bethel Cemetery, Littleton, W.Va.
Military honors will be conducted.

Andrew D. Millar
Enjoyed golf

Memorials for Andrew D. Mill-
ar, 68, of Elyria can be made to the
Hospice of the Western Reserve,
5786 Heisley Rd., Mentor 44060.

Mr. Millar died Tuesday at St.
Vincent Charity Hospital in Cleve-
land after a short illness.

Born in Kilsyth, Scotland, he
lived in Lakewood 30 years. He
moved to Elyria eight years ago.
He retired in 1991 after working 34
years as a machine repairman for
the Ford Motor Co. in Brook Park.

He was a member of member of
the American Legion Post 610 in
Lakewood. He enjoyed playing
golf.

Survivors include his wife of 21
years, Coletta; stepsons George
Riedel of Bath, Ohio, and Robert
Riedel of Wautga, Texas; and a
brother, Alex, of Burlington,
Ontario, Canada.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Alexander and Mary, and
a sister, Jean.

There will be no visitation, and
services will be private.

The Bauer-Laubenthal-Wain-
wright Funeral Home, at Chestnut
Ridge Road and Route 57 in Elyr-
ia, is handling arrangements.

Marion V. Klabunde
Groomed dogs

Marion V. Klabunde, 67, of
North Olmsted, died Tuesday in
her home after a long illness.

Born in Lakewood, she lived in
the area most of her life.

She owned and operated Poodle
Pals, a dog grooming business in
Cleveland from 1970 until her
retirement in 1991.

Survivors include daughter,
Karen Floto of Atlanta; son, Rob-
ert of North Olmsted; and four
grandchildren.

Friends may call 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
pm today at the Baker Funeral
Home, 206 Front St, Berea. Ser-
vices will be at 10 ajn. Saturday at
the funeral home, with the Rev.
Robert Cook officiating. Burial
will be in Sunset Memorial Park,
North Olmsted.

Memorials may be made to the
American Cancer Society.

John Riley Brown
U.S. Steel retiree, world traveler

John Riley Brown, 72, of Shef-
field Lake died Thursday at St
Joseph Hospital & Health Center.

Born in Chicago, he moved to
Jacksonville, Fla., when he was 3
and was reared there. He moved to
Lorain in 1946 and then to Shef-
field Lake in 1975.

For 33 years, Mr. Brown worked
in the fuel power division at U.S.
Steel Lorain Works, retiring in
1983.

He enjoyed reading, classical
music and traveling around the
world.

Survivors include his wife of 19
years, Joan I. (nee Sturtevant);
sons Christopher Bartlome and
Michael Bartlome, both of Texas,
David Bartlome, Jon Miller and
Allan Miller, all of Sheffield Lake;
daughters Kathleen Blemming of
Wakeman, Ruth Robel of Wiscon-
sin, Renee Miller of Pennsylvania
and Melissa Brown of Sheffield
Lake; six grandchildren; two
great-granddaughters; his mother,
Beatrice Neider, of Jacksonville;
and a brother, William, of Mobile,
Ala.

Friends may call from 2 to 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. until the time of
service at 9 pm. Saturday at the
Walter A. Frey Funeral Home, 700
W. Erie Ave., Lorain. Cremation,
at the request of Mr. Brown, will
take place after the service.

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association.

Clara M. Dugan
Was a nurse

Clara M. Dugan, 98, of Monro-
eville, Pa., died Wednesday after a
long illness.

Bom in Pennsylvania, she lived
in Churchill Boro before moving
to Monroeville.

A graduate of Braddock School
of Nursing in 1917, she was a
member of Star of Bethlehem
Nurse's Association and of the
Alumni of Braddock School of
Nursing Association.

Survivors include sons, Warren
of Monroeville and H. Joseph of
Elyria; brother, Elliot Staub of
Churchill Boro; sister, Martha
Cooper of Oakmont, Pa.; three
grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Howard.

Friends may call from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. today at the Jobe
Funeral Home, Inc., on the corner
of Shaw and Triboro avenues, Tur-
tle Creek, Pa. Services will at 10
ajn. Saturday at the funeral home,
with the Rev. James Guyer offici-
ating.

Laura A. Sterling
Methodist Church member

Laura A. Sterling, 91, of West-
lake, died Wednesday at St. John
6 West Shore Hospital after a
short illness.

Born in Berea, she spent most of
her life there before moving to
Westlake with her husband last
July.

Primarily a homemaker, she
also was employed during the
1950s by Williams Ford in Berea.

She was a member of the United
Methodist Church of Berea.

Survivors include her husband,
William D.; son, Donald W. of
Berea; daughter, Jeanine Bateman
of Berea; five grandchildren; and
10 great-grandchildren.

Friends may call from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 pjn. today at the Baker
Funeral Home, 206 Front St,
Berea. Services will be at noon
Saturday at the funeral home,
with the Rev. Richard Crabbs offi-
ciating. Burial will be in Woodvale
Cemetery, Middleburg Heights.

Richard S. Malin
Served in Marines

Richard S. Malin, 61, of
Amherst, died Thursday at
Amherst Hospital

Born in Elyria, he had lived in
Amherst for the past 30 years,

A clerk in the shipping and
receiving department of the Ford
Motor Co. for 30 years, he retired
in 1989. He was a member of UAW
Local 425.

Serving in the Marine Corps
from 1952 to 1956, he was a mem-
ber of VFW Post 1662, where he
worked hi maintenance.

Mr. Malin was a member of St
Joseph Catholic Church of
Amherst

Survivors include his wife of 35
years, Mary Diane; sons, John R.
of Stow, Ohio, Bill of Vermilion
and Tim of Amherst; four grand-
children; brothers, Robert Malin
of Elyria and Herman Keiscl of
Westlake; and sisters, Lois Bohac
of Grafton, Helen Ice of Lincoln
Park, Mich., and Henrietta
Shofhttes of Elyria.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Henry and Alice; and
brother. Bernard.

Friends may call from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 pjn. today at the Garland-
Misencik Funeral Home, 961 Park
Ave., Amherst Services will be 10
ajn. Saturday at the funeral home,
and at 1030 ajn. at St Joseph
Church. The Rev. Lawrence Mar-
tello, pastor, will be the celebrant
Burial will be in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Lorain.

Book fair set at Oberlin
to benefit local children
Caroline Yount
The Chronicle-Telegram

OBERLIN — Shopping at an
African-American book fair at the
public library Saturday will help
provide books for children who
would otherwise go without

Coordinated by A Cultural
Exchange of Cleveland, a non-
profit arts organization for chil-
dren, the book fair will offer multi-
cultural books, games, video and
audio cassettes for all age groups
—from preschoolers to adults.

Proceeds from the fair will go
to donate books to places where
children have little access to them,
such as homeless shelters, hospi-
tals, battered women's shelters
and day care centers.

A portion of the proceeds also
will be used to purchase books for
Shule, a Saturday school run 'by
black Oberlin College students for
black children from the city of
Oberlin.

"The priority is to give away

books to places that would need
them," said Deborah McHamm,
director of A Cultural Exchange.

In the Shule program, black
children ages 5 through 12 have
been meeting from 11 am. to 2
p.m. on Saturdays to learn more
about their heritage and the town
and world that surrounds them.

Veronica Stephens, an Oberlin
College senior, said there are gen-
erally between 10 and 20 kids on
any Saturday. She said six college
students, who are interested in
tutoring and education, are their
teachers.

A Cultural Exchange, which is
run entirely by volunteers, was
founded in 1991. McHamm said its
purpose is to expose children to
different cultures through books
and help bridge gaps between cul-
tural groups. It especially teaches
black children about their heri-
tage in order to build self-esteem
and feelings of self-worth.

The books, which McHamm

says are not found in a typical
bookstore, are filled with "positive
self-imagery."

A Cultural Exchange is now
working with the Cuyahoga Met-
ropolitan Housing Authority to
bring parent-run libraries into
housing projects.

McHamm says the group
"would love to do more in Lorain
County" but since it depends
solely on volunteers, it has been
hard to branch out

She would like to see that
change, however.

"We want to be accessible in
areas where there is a need,"
McHamm said.

The book fair will be held from
10 am. to 2 p.m. in the meeting
room of the Oberlin Public
Library, 65 S. Main St

Buyers are welcome to not only
purchase books and items for
themselves but also to designate
merchandise as donations to vari-
ous institutions, charities and
agencies.

Police car rams SEWAGE
mom-to-be's auto
Lawrence Budd
The Chronicle-Telegram

LORAIN — A pregnant woman
was under observation this morn-
ing at a hospital after her car was
struck by a Lorain police cruiser.

Tamika R. Garza, 17, of 136
Washington Ave. was taken to the
hospital after her car was struck
from behind at 9 pjn. Wednesday
by a police cruiser driven by
Officer Fred Breeding.

Garza suffered no apparent
injuries, but she was held for
observation at St. Joseph Hospital
& Health Center because of her
pregnancy, said Jack Broz, a hos-
pital spokesman.

Garza told police she was turn-
ing into the driveway of the home
of a passenger in her car at the
time of the collision,

The passenger, Antonio Davis,
18, of 1835 Washington Ave. was
treated at the hospital. Breeding
was not hurt, the accident report
said.

Breeding, 28, was cited for fail-
ing to keep an assured clear dis-
tance between his cruiser and
Garza's station wagon.

Garza was cited for driving
with expired and fictitious plates.
The plates on the car had expired
on Feb. 2 and were registered to
another vehicle.

Father pleads guilty
in child endangering

ELYRIA — A man accused of
putting a loaded handgun in his
2-month-old daughter's mouth has
pleaded guilty to child endanger-
ing.

Christopher Hartley, 23, of Shef-
field Lake pleaded guilty Thurs-
day in Common Pleas Court to
child endangering, a fourth-de-
gree felony.

Judge Kosma J. Glavas will
sentence Hartley after probation
officials prepare a pre-sentence

report. Hartley could receive up to
18 months in prison.

Police said a babysitter began
finding bruises on the child in
April. The babysitter's husband
notified Lorain County Children
Services, which called police.

Sheffield Lake police said the
child's mother, Kismet Hartley,
told them her husband once put a
loaded handgun in the little girl's
mouth and threatened to kill them
both.

FENWICK
from C1

But Wightman argued that
child abuse is considered to be
"discovered" when the victim
becomes an adult, capable of
reporting the abuse. Since the vic-
tim turned 18 in 1979, Wightman
reasoned, the six-year period ran
out in 1985.

As an adult, the victim
"discussed the abuse with other
members of her family and profes-
sional counselors and voluntarily
decided not to seek prosecution,"
Wightman wrote.

Common Pleas Judge Kosma J.
Glavas will rule on Fenwick's
motion.

Fenwick, who lives in
LaGrange, told sheriffs deputies
last August that he had sexual

intercourse with the girl on a reg-
ular basis, prosecutors said.

But he pleaded innocent in
November to two counts of rape
and two counts of sexual battery.

The rape counts carry a maxi-
mum prison term of 10 to 25 years
each. The sexual battery counts
are punishable by up to two years
in prison.

Fenwick is not accused of phys-
ically forcing himself on the girL
The two rape counts stem from
the fact that the girl was less than
13 years old during two years of
the alleged abuse, White said.

Fenwick has worked for the
county Metropolitan Park District
for 21 years, most recently as a
construction manager and ranger.
He was relieved of his ranger
duties after the charges were filed.

Fenwick resigned Dec. 31 from
his position as township trustee.

From C1
Snippy said the city recently

contracted to replace an old lift
station using state funding. The
city did not want the homes to be
connected until the lift station was
replaced, Shippy said.

The project has been in the
works for several years, but it
hasn't been high on the priority
list, Shippy said.

Cheryl Wolfe of the Friends of
the Black River said sewage from
faulty septic systems and combi-
nation storm and sanitary sewers
is one of the biggest problems in
the Black River.

"This is something we hope
can be remedied soon," she said.
"There are a number of areas in
Elyria and Lorain that are not tied
into the sanitary sewage system.

"And upstream, south of Elyr-
ia, sewage runoff from faulty sep-
tic systems is a tremendous prob-
lem. The EPA is aware of it, but so
far it is a matter of money. It's
something we are going to have to
face in the future."

Once the lift station is complet-
ed, homeowners will have to pay
to connect their homes to the city
system. Hookup will cost up to
$40,000, which the residents will
split

"One way or another we're
going to comply," Murphy said.

WATER

Laura L Oehlke
Was a medical secretary

Laura L. Oehlke, 86, of Lorain,
lied Thursday at the Avon Oaks
Mursing Home in Avon after a
.ong illness.

Born in Conneaut, Ohio, she
tiad lived in Lorain since 1916.

She attended Lorain Business
College and had been a medical
secretary for Doctors Ward, Tho-
mas, Grills and NewhelL She also
was a sales clerk for the former
Style Center of Lorain.

Survivors include her husband,
H. Arthur, Sr.; son, H. Arthur, Jr.
of Vermilion; daughters, Laura
Englehart of Avon and Patricia
Meyer of Lorain; eight grandchil-
dren; and four great-grandchil-
dren.

Friends may call from 2 to 4
pjn. Sunday at the Schwartz,
Spence, & Boyer Home for Funer-
als, 1124 Fifth St, Lorain. Services
will be at 10 ajn. Monday at Ridge
Hill Memorial Park Cemetery,
with the Rev. Charles Howard offi-
ciating.

CORRECTIONS

A story Thursday on the for-
mer Aqua Marine resort mis-
spelled the name of Joe Kristosik.

OBITUARIES

PhilBlecman
Owned a food mart

Phil Blecman, 78, a former
Elyria resident, died Wednesday
in Phoenix after a long illness.

Born in Baltimore, he lived in
Elyria about 40 years.

Mr. Blecman owned Phil's Food
Market on Lake Avenue in Elyria
for 30 years. Before owning the
market, he ran Brenner's Shoe
Store in Bellevue.

He was member of the Jewish
War Veterans, the American
Legion and the Temple B'nai
Abraham, all in Elyria Mr. Blec-
man also was a member of Temple
Beth Sholom in Mesa.

He was a World War H Army
veteran.

Survivors include his wife, Mar-
celle; a son, Victor, of Elyria; and a
sister, Dorothy Poiley, of Balti-
more.

He was preceded in death by a
son, Marty, his parents, Harry and
Celia Blecman; sisters Rose
Garellck and Anna Brenner, and
brothers Isadore and Harvey.

Services were today at Veterans
Memorial Cemetery in Phoenix.
The Rabbi Bonnie Koppell, of the
Temple Beth Sholom in Mesa, offi-
ciated.

Memorials may be made to the
Temple B'nai Abraham in Elyria.

"The NRC has not sufficiently
involved the public in its deci-
sion-making in the past," she said.

The commission should take
more time to study the impact of
the discharge, allow greater public
input and give more notice to pub-
lic officials about their intentions,
she said.

Tomasello said she is not con-
vinced by NRC assurances that
there is little risk.

"We've heard this before," she
said. "At one time they injected
Plutonium into people and they
said it was safe. Later on, they
found out it wasn't"

The plant, near Monroe, Mich.,
at the lake's western end, is dis-
charging 532,000 gallons of slightly
radioactive water from a storage
tank. The company wants to use
the tank to store another batch of
contaminated water from a tur-
bine failure Dec. 25.

The water to be discharged is
well below NRC limits for allow-
able radiation, said Jan Strasma,
public affairs officer for Region m
of the NRC.

If a person were to drink water
from the Monroe water plant, eat
fish from the lake, and use the
lake for recreation, the maximum
radiation exposure they could
receive would be .02 mllllrems, he
said. The NRC limit is 3 millirems
per year and the typical chest
X-ray provides between 10 and 20
millirems, Strasma said.

A mlllirem is a unit of mea-
surement of radiation. The federal
exposure limit of radiation to the
skin is 7,500 millirems every three
months.

The release is the first of three
such planned discharges that will
total between 1 million and 15 mil-
lion gallons of water from the
plant, said Bill Terras!, water sys-
tem manager.

"It will be virtually impossible
to detect any radiation levels in
the lake from the release," Terrasl
said.


