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William Lachowyn, 72,
owner of Lachowyn Electric Co.
William Lachowyn, 72, of

North Bay Village, Fla., and
formerly of Lorain, a retired
foreman with U.S. Steel Lorain
Works and owner of the
Lachowyn Electric Co. in
Lorain, died Tuesday at Mount
Sinai Hospital in Miami Beach,
Fla.

Born in Lorain, he was a 1948
Lorain High School graduate.
He was a staff sergeant in the

^Air Force and was stationed in
^Alaska before being honorably

discharged in 1958.
He was a foreman in the elec-

trical department at U.S. Stee!
and worked there for 34 years
before retiring in 1982. He
attended Lorain County Com-

"•munity College and continued
hLs studies at Elyria School of

-Electrical Engineering.
Mr. Lachowyn moved to

Miami, and worked with the
Hyatt Corp. as director of the
engineering department befort
retiring in 2000.

He was an active member of
Sts. Peter and Paul Orthodox
Church while living in Lorain,
where he served in the PTO,
the building company and
men's dub.

An accomplished musician,
he played the saxophone and
had his own band. Mr.
Lachowyn also was a competi-

Charles F. Young
Charles F. Young. 54, of

North Ridgeville, who worked
at Sunset Memorial Park in
North Olmsted for 15 years,
died Friday at the Cleveland
Clinic after a long illness.

Born in Crossville, Tenn., he
moved from Elyria to North
Ridgeville in 1980.

He worked at Sunset Memori-
al Park for 15 years before retir-
ing in 1986.

Mr. Young attended New Life
Church in North Ridgeville.

He enjoyed fishing, hunting
and NASCAR racing.

Survivors include his wife of
33 years, Paula (nee Hales);
sons Chuck and Tracy, both of
North Ridgeville: six grandchil-
dren; sisters Jessie Barnes and
Maxine Hammons, both of
Crossville: and a brother, Wal-
ter of Elyria.

Preceding him in death were
his parents,'William and Irva
Young, and brothers Tommy.
Johnny, Earl and Harvey

Friends may call 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. Monday at David
Bogner Family Funeral Home.
36625 Center Ridge Road, North
Ridgeville, where services will
be 11 a.m. Tuesday.

Memorials may be made to
Lupus Foundation of America.
12930 Chippewa Road. Suite 6.
Brecksville 44141.

The funeral home will
announce further arrange-
ments.

Death Notices

GEMBKE
Donnely "Nellie" (nee Koker). 87. of
Elyria Survivors include daughter.
Carol Aim Ross; sons Peler David. John
T and Edvrard SI. Jr.. six grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren. Friends
may call 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday at Reichlin-
Roberts Funeral Home. 327 Cleveland
SL. Elyria. where prayer services u-ill
be 9:30 a.m Monday. Services will be
10 a,m- Monday at SL George Serbian
Orthodox Church. 3335 Grove Ave..
Lorain. Burial will be ir. Ridge Hil l
Memorial Park in Amherst Township.

GRAMBLEY
Nancy A. (nee p'Deil). 76. a lifelong
resident of Elyria Survivors include
son. Greg A.: a daughter Molly S.
Szlempa: two grandchildren, a brother.
Theodore W. O'Dell; and nieces and
nephews. Friends may call 2 to 4 and 6
to 8 p m. Sunday at Dicken Funeral
Home. 323 Middle Ave_. Elyna. where
services will he 11 a.m. Monday Burial
will he in Ridge Hill Memorial Park in
Amherst Township

KINCAID
Gertrude E. 71. Elyria. Survived by
daughters Karen S. Roseler. Mary Lou
Slovicek: sons. Kenneth W. David R
Seven sisters and four brothers
Friends may call 2-4 and 7-9 p m. today
at Bauer-LaubenUial Funeral Home.
Chestnut Ridge Road and SL RL 57.
Elyria. Services will be 1 p m Mondav
at First Baptist Church. 11400
LaGrange Hoad. Elyria. Friends may
also rail 2-4 and 7-9 p m Tuesday at
Heavener-Cutright Funeral Chapel on
SL RL 6 in Burkhannon Srmces will
be 10 a.m Wednesday al Rork Cave
Baptist Church in Rock Care. W. Va
Burial will be in Rock Cave (Vme!ery

Memoriams

In Laving Memory of
HENRY'J. STILES
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We never lose the ones we love.
For even though they're gone.
Within the hearts of those
who rare.
Their memory lingers on.

Children. Grandchildren,
& Great Grandchildren

five billiards player for years in
the Lorain area.

Survivors include his former
wife. Doris (nee Szabo)
Lachowyn Reynolds of North
Palm Beach. Fla.; a son,
Christopher of Los Angeles;
daughters Andrea Lachowyn
and Chryssa Gartner, both of
Dublin, Ohio; five grandchi!
dren; and brothers John of
Xew York and Dan of San-
duskv-

Preceding him in death were
his son, William J., in 1963; his
father, John Sr, in 1972; and his
mother. Julia (nee Poioczniak)
Lachowyn. in 1993.

Friends may call 7 to 9 p.m.
Monday at Dovin Funeral
Home, 2701 Elyria Are., Lorain.
where a Parastas service will
be 8p.m.

Friends may also call 9 a.m.
until services at 10 a.m. Tues-
day at Sts. Peter and Paul
Orthodox. Church, Easr 32fui
Street and Gary Avenue.
Lorain.

Archpriesi Basil Stoyka will
officiate.

Graveside services will be in
Ridge Hill .Memorial Park in
Amhersi Township.

Memorials may be made 10
Sis. Peter and Paul Orthodox
Church. 2238 E. 32nd St.. Lorain
44055.

Elsie L.Grotke
Elsie L. Grotke (nee Haas).

83, of Elyria. a former employ-
ee at Elyria Savings and Trust
National Bank, died Friday at
EMH Regional Medical Center
after a short illness.

Born in Orchard Park. N.Y..
she lived in Elyria since 1958.

She was primarily a home-
maker, but she worked from
1966 until the mid 1970s at Elyr-
ia Savings and Trust — now
known as FirstMerit Bank — in
downtown Elyria.

Mrs. Grotke was a member of
St. John Lutheran Church in
Elyria.

She enjoyed golfing and
antiques.

Survivors include a son.
Allen E. of Greenwood. Ind.:
daughters Catherine E. Andes
of Middleburg Heights and
Constance C. Carter of Covina.
Calif.: and six grandchildren.

Preceding her in death were
her husband, Edward L.r in
1989; her parents. Henry anfl
Elizabeth (nee Boldt) Haas:
four brothers: and sLx sisters.

Friends may call 9:30 a.m.
until 10:30 a.m. services Mon-
day at St. John Lutheran
Church, 1140 W. River Road.
Elyria,

The Rev. Dennis Schmidt,
pastor, will officiate.

Burial will be in Ridge Hill
Memorial Park in Amherst
Township.

Memorials may be made to
St. John Lutheran Church. 1140
W. River Road. Elyria 44035 or a
charity of the donor's choice.

Busch-Curtis-Scheuffler
Family Chapel. 114 Second St..
Elyria, is handling arrange-
ments.

TheRev.MandelJ
Smith

The Rev. Mandell Smith. 7a.
of Gray-son. Ga., and formerly
of the Elyria area, died Satur-
day

He worked for U.S. Steel for
30 years before retiring in 1986.

He was a member of New-
Hope Baptist Church in
Lawrenceville. Ga.

Survivors include his wife.
Err.ma: sons Larry of Fort
Myers, Fla., Edward of
Grayson and Dan of Snellville.
Ga.: three grandchildren: two
step-grandchildren; a great-
grandchild: a brother. Bernie
Smith of Ohio: sisters Youla
Oliver of Kentucky. Nancy
Graver of Indiana and Gracic
Dingus of Virginia: and several
nieces and nephews.

Preceding him in death were
seven brothers and sisters-

Friends may call 2 to 4 and 6
to 8 p.m. today at Tim Stewart
Funeral Home. 2246 Wisteria
Drive. Snellville. Ga.. where
services will be 2 p.m. Monday.

The Rev./Ted Dunagan will
officiate.

Interment will be at Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church Ceme-
tery in Lawrenceville. Ga.

John Thomas 'Tom'
Powers

John Thomas "Tom" Powers.
75. of Elyria died Saturday at
Elyria United Methodist Vil-
lage after a long illness.

Friends may call 5 to 8 p.m.
Friday at Bauer-Laubenthal
Funeral Home at Chestnut
Ridge Road and state Route 57
in Elyria.

The funeral home will
announce further arrange-
ments.

Ton! Evans
Toni Evans, 45. of Louisville.

K>;. and formerly of Lorain, a
customer representative for two
companies, died Thursday at
Louisville Hospital after a short
illness.

Born in Lorain. she lived in
Louisville the last six years.

A 1975 graduate of Commerce
High School in Springfield.
Miss., she also graduated from
Springfield Technical Conumini-
ty College.

She worked with CemuryTel
in Elyria and Kentucky Farm
Bureau insurance.

Mrs. Evans belonged to Forest
Baptist Church in Louisville and
was a former member of Wesley
United Methodist of Lorain.

Survivors include her bus
band of 20 years. James Evans
Jr.: sons James III and Alexander
C.. both of Louisville; sisters
Gaie Brown of Lorain and Dar-
lene Anderson of Springfield.
Miss.; a brother. Lester Francis
of Forester City. Calif; her step-
mother, Ida Davis of Lorain:
stepsisters Carolyn White. Selina
Rush and Annett Jackson, all of
Lorain: and stepbrothers Walter
Atwood and Eric Davis, both of
Lorain. and .Melvin Davis of
Elyria.

Preceding her in death were a
son. Michael Christopher Evans,
and her parents, Lester and Joan
Francis.

Friends may call anytime after
1 p.ni. Monday at Forest Baptist
Church in Louisville.

Friends may also call 7 to
9 p.m. Wednesday at Carter
Funeral Home. 3001 Elyria Ave..
Lorain.

Services will be noon Thurs-
day at Wesley United Methodist
Church, 220 Seventh St.. Lorain.

The Rev. Kevin Caleman, pas-
tor, will officiate.

Burial will be in Ridge Hill
Memorial Park in Amherst
Township.

Nancy A. Grambley
Nancy A. Grambley (nee

O'Dell). 76. a lifelong resident of
Elyna and a retired employee
from EMH Regional Medical
Center, died Thursday at ner
home.

A 1945 Elyria High School
graduate, she worked at EMH 25
years before retiring in 1S89.

Mrs. Grambley was a member
of Elyria United Polish Club
Auxiliary and Lorain VFW Post
451 Auxiliary

She enjoyed traveling, crafts
and spending time with her
grandchildren.

Survivors include a son. Greg
A. of Elyria; a daughter. Molly S.
Szlempa of Elyria: two grand-
children: a brother. Theodore W.
O'Dell of Colorado Springs.
Colo.: and nieces and nephews-

Preceding her in death were
her husband. James J.. in 1987.
and a brother. Richard I. O'Dell.
in 1992.

Friends may call 2 to 4 and 6 to
8 p.m. today ai Dicken Funeral
Home. 323 Middle Ave.. Elyria.
where sen-ices will be 11 a.m.
Monday

Sr. -Joan K. Tomchey will offici-
ate.

Burial will be in Ridge Hill
Memorial Park in Amherst
Township.

Memorials may be made to
New Life Hospice. 5255 N. Abbe
Road. Elyria 44035 or American
Cancer Society. 43099 North
Ridge Road. Elyria 44035.

Mucha services
A Mass for Wanda H. Mucha

(nee Maslyk). 88. of Perrysburg
and formerly of Lorain and Ver-
milion, will be 10 a.m. Tuesday at
St. John Roman Catholic
Church. 2143 Homewood Drive.
Lorain.

The Rev. Thomas Smith, pas-
tor, will be the celebrant

Burial will be in Calvary
Cemetery in Lorain. where mili-
tary honors will be conducted by
Amherst Veterans Military
Honor Guard.

Friends may call 4 to 8 p.m.
Monday at Gluvna-Shimo-Hro-
mada Funeral Chapel. 3224
Broadway Ave,. Lorain. where
members of the St. John Altar
and Rosary Society will pray the
rosary at 4:30 p.m. Monday.

Services will be 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day at the funeral chapel.

Gembka services
Services for Donely "Nellie"

Gembka (nee Koker). 37. of Elyr-
ia will be 10 a.m. Monday at St.
George Serbian Orthodox
Church. 3335 Grove Ave.. Lorain

The Rev Milorad Orlic. pastor,
will officiate Mrs. Gembka died
Friday at Firelands Regional
Medical Center Main Campus
Emergency Room in Sandusky.

Burial wi!l be in Ridge Hill
Memorial Park in Amherst
Township. Memorials may be
made to St. George Serbian
Orthodox Church. 3335 Grove
Ave-, Lorain.

Friends may call 6 to 8 p.m.
today at Reichlin-Roberts Funer-
al Home, 327 Cleveland St_ Elyr-
ia. where the Rev. Basil Stoyka
will conduct a Pomen service at
7 p.m. today.

Services will be 930 a.m. Mon-
day at the funeral home.
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Say, 'Cheese'
Jamey Reynolds, 17, of Wellington, ate the most East of
Chicago Pizza he could in 90 seconds during
Wellington's Cheese Festival on Saturday.

BRIEF

Extinct blue pike
may be fish tale

CLEVELAND (AP) - The leg-
end of the extinct blue pike just
got fishier — ii may have actual-
ly been a walleye.

Researchers say they can't tell
a genetic difference between the
blue pike and the common I-ake
Erie walleye, damaging hopes
that the fish was a unique
species and could somehow be
restocked.

A lab report obtained by The
Plain Dealer shows that federal
researchers found the DNA of a
dozen blue pike specimens from
museums "suggest little, if any.
genetic differentiation exists
between individuals of suspect
blue pike and walleye." The
report adds that the data sug-
gests that the blue pike is nor a
"distinct evolutionary unit from
walleye."

Blue pike were prized for
their taste and people pulled
them from Lake Eric in massive
numbers. Records show that
commercial fisherman caught
more than 3 million pounds in
1885. Between 1950 and 1957. that
number rose to 26 mi l l ion
pounds. By 1964. the total was
fewer than 200 pounds and the
United States and Canada even-
tually declared the blue pike
extinct.

Another biologist studying
the blue pike. Carol Stepien.
head of the Great Lakes Envi-
ronmental Genetics Laboratory
at Cleveland State University,
said she has come across the
same conclusion in her genetic
testing.

"There are all kinds of differ-
ent colors of walleye, but
they're no different." Stepien

said. "I just haven't seen any
important differences genetical-
ly between blue pike and wall-
eye."

The report will be presented
Monday in Madison. Wis.. by
U.S. Geological Survey geneti-
cist Cheryl Morrison. Morrison
will speak at a meeting of
experts from 30 nations who will
discuss the status of fish in the
Great Lakes.

Morrison said researchers
were surprised by the answer
they found.

"We didn't see anything dif-
ferent." Morrison said. •'Some
people just won't like this
answer. They would prefer that
it is a distinct subspecies that
could somehow be brought
back."

Some scientists and sports-
men's groups hoped that blue
pike could be found and
restored in the lake. The origi-
nal goal of the study was to
find ways of making manage-
ment decisions if the fish
were rediscovered.

At a 1999 meeting. Stepien
presented a report on blue-col-
ored walleye caught in Cana-
dian waters that had the same
DNA as Lake Erie walleye,
mean ing they weren't blue
pike.

"I'm not sure there is such a
th ing as a t rue blue pike."
Stepien said. "I would say it's
more like a color that you got
in deeper areas of the lake
tha t occurred naturally. It's
like having a brown puppy or
a w h i t e puppy or a yellow-
puppy. All the puppies are the
same except for the color."

EVENT
From B1

"We're here because aviation
and space is a romance." Cer-
nan said. "It's exci t ing. It's
adventurous. It challenges us."

Csrnan said the Wright
brothers" greatest legacy may
be the inspiration to fly that
has been passed on from gener-
ation to generation.

"Whether we're asked to
fight for this country or in
some cases go to the moon, we
all had a dream. And the dream
was about flying." he said.

Joe Engle. a former astro-
naut who commanded ( w o
space shutile missions, snid
that without the Wright bi oth-
ers, "we wouldn't have a job."

"I doubt that we would have
found anything other than fly-
ing airplanes that we could
have consumed ourselves in as
deeply as we did." Engle said.
"So we're eternally grateful to
the Wright brothers."

Engle called his fellow
enshrinees "my heroes ~

"They're people that I read
about and wanted to r-ow up to
be like." he said. "It's .̂st a real
warm, deep warm feeling to get
to come back and see where
aviation began."

Former test piJol Scoit Cross-
field, the first man to fly twice
the speed of sound, was to
attend the ceremony

Crossfield is currently train-

ing four pilots, one of whom
will be selected to try to re-
enact the first f l ight of the
Wright brothers in a replica
plane on Dec. 17 near Ki t ty
Hawk. N.C.

Crossfield said the Wright
brothers' flight "set the world
on fire."

"We've been a year at this,
and we're going right through
the same problems the Wright
broihers did. I think we found
all the solutions they did."
Crossfield said. "A lot of
experts say this is not a flyable
airplane. I don't think. I know
— we're going to fly"

Paul Tibbets. the man who
piloted the Enola Gay. dropping
an atom bomb on Hiroshima
dur ing World War II. talked
about the mission that flew him
into history.

"I knew 1 was going to kill an
awful lot of people in Japan."
Tibbets said. "Bui then I said to
myself. 'I may kill a lot. but in
the long run I'm going to save a
lot of lives."

The Japanese surrendered
shortly after atom bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

About 2.000 tickets at S150
apiece were sold for the hall of
fame homecoming, twice the
number normally sold for the
annual enshrinement ceremo-
ny-

Former astronauts John
Glenn. Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin also attended.

Fbrmor township cterk
accused of stealing

W1LLOUGHBY(AP)-A
former township clerk is
accused in court records of
stealing more than $1 million
and funneling it to bank
accounts and companies con-
trolled by him and his mother.

Investigators filed a state-
ment in Geauga County Com-
mon Pleas Court asserting
that Michael Speilman and
his mother. Joan, bought jew-
elry, transferred stocks, bonds
and certificates of deposit
from brokerage to personal
accounts and liquidated
assets. Michael Speilman
resigned as Chester Township
clerk in February.

The records were filed for a
search warrant that authori-
ties used to search Spellman's
home and his office on Friday.

The affidavit states that
investigators searched for
supporting information on
charges including theft in
office, tampering with
records, obstructing official
business, receiving stolen
property and forgery.

Geauga County Prosecutor
David Joyce said the investi-
gation should be wrapped up
and charges filed by Sept. 1.

In February, police raided
an office of Spellman's Holly-
wood Charities and his home,
taking more than $60.000 in
cash and boxes of financial
records. The investigation
was initiated after township
trustee James Montague
checked township accounts
against Spellman's records.

MOTHER
From B1

Leonard left the trailer.
Boer's death originally was

attributed to natural causes.
However, based on Wagner's
confession that she used a pil-
low to kill the woman. Med-
ical Examiner Lisa Kohler
changed the cause to homi-
cide.

In his ruling to disallow use
of Cramer's conversation
with her daughter, Murphy
said Cramer was denied her*
rights because police had an
arrest warrant for her and
never intended to allow her to
leave wi thou t being taken
into custody. He said because
Leonard was "directed and
controlled by the police ...
(she) became an agent" of
police.

Prosecutors asked the 9th
Ohio Distr ict Court of
Appeals to overturn the rul-
ing. As it stands, prosecutors
cannot use the statements and
will likely try Cramer and
Wagner separately

Wagner is scheduled for
trial Aug. 11. Both remain in
Summit County Jail under
SI mil l ion bond. Wagner is
charged with aggravated mur-
der: Cramer is charged with
conspiracy to commit aggra-
vated murder.

PATIENT
From B1

committed, they don't normally
get released into the communi-
ty." she said. "The folks who have
been treating him have deter-
mined that apparently he is
appropriate for placement into
the community"

The prosecutor's office consid-
ered public safety and the seri-
ousness of Skillern's alleged
actions in deciding to re-indict.

"If it was a nonviolent offense,
our decision would be different,
but given the seriousness of this
case, he has some issues that con-
cern us." Hartnett said. "We feel
we have a duty to re-indict him."

Prosecutors sought the indict-
ment after learning last month
that Skillern was about to be
released from Northcoast Behav-
ioral Healthcare in Northfield
nearAkron,

Skillern must have competen-
cy and sanity evaluations to
determine if he is able to stand
trial.

Hartnett said she anticipates
SkUlera will be deemed compe-
tent to stand trial this time.

If ruled competent, a judge or
jury would determine if Skillern
was sane when he allegedly
killed his mother. If he's ruled
insane, he probably would be
recommitted to a mental hospi-
tal.


